NOTES.
scott annotated his own poems so fully that it must appear
presumptuous in any one to attempt to add to the elucidation of
the text. The editor must always feel as if the main part of his
work had been done already—
'And I come after, gleaning here and there,
And am full glad if I may find an ear
Of any goodly word that ye have left,'
The chief interest of any addition to Scotf s commentary must lie
in tracing the influence of his own character and his reading on the
details of the poem. For example, till one goes into details, one
would hardly believe how much the poem was affected by his
attachment to his own name and clan, or how thoroughly he had
assimilated the incidents and phrases of Border Minstrelsy. • I have
retained the substance and in most cases the words of all Scott's
own illustrations, supplementing them where I could, and here
and there making slight corrections. Most of the supplementary
matter is taken from other writings of his on the poetry and the
antiquities of the Border, especially his' Minstrelsy of the Scottish
Border.' Of this subject Scott had a minute and unrivalled know-
ledge. The only independent authority that has appeared since
his time is Professor Veitch, himself a descendant from one of the
oldest Border families, and more minutely learned, if possible, even
than Scott in the facts of ancient Border life. His' History and
Poetry of the Scottish Border' is a substantial addition to Scott's
illustration of Border customs and manners.
INTRODUCTION.
It was a happy afterthought with Scott to put his romance into
the mouth of the last of the Minstrels. He thus saved himself
the awkwardness of explaining in prose that his poem was an
imitation of the antique. He explained in the Preface of 1830 that

